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Fish and wild:ite Service

50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Notice of Finding on
Petition To List Agave Murpheyl
AGENCY: FishandWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Noticeof 12-monthpetition
finding.

SUMMARY: The U.S. FishandWildlife
Serviceannouncesa12-monthpetition
finding for apetitionto amendtheLists
of EndangeredandThreatenedWildlife
andPlants.Substantialinformationhas
beenpresentedthatthepetitionto list
the plantAgavemurpheylis warranted,
butprecludedby listing actionsof
higherpriority.
DATES; Thefinding announcedin this
notice wasmadeinJanuary,1990.
ADDRESSES: Information,comments,or
questionsregardingthe petitionmaybe
submittedto thePhoenixField Office.
U.S. FishandWildlife Service,3616
WestThomas,Suite6, Phoenix,Arizona
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85019 (Telephone602/261—4720,FTS
261—4720).

Thepetition, petitionfinding, and
supportingdataareavailablefor public
inspection,by appointment,during
normalbusinesshoursat theaddress
listed above.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATiON CONTACT:
Ms. SueRutmanat thePhoenixField
Office listedabove.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background
Section4(b)(3)(B)of theEndangered

SpeciesAct of 1973, asamendedin 1982
(16 U.S.C.1531 etseq.),requiresthat,for
anypetitionto revisetheLists of
EndangeredandThreatenedWildlife
andPlantsthat containssubstantial
scientificorcommercialinformation, the
U.S. FishandWildlife Service(Service)
shouldmakeafinding within 12 months
of thedateof receiptof thepetitionon
whetherthe petitionedactionis (a)not
warranted,(b) warranted,or (c)
warranted,but precludedfrom
immediateproposalby otherpending
proposals.Sucha12-monthfinding is to
bepublishedpromptly in theFederal
Register.

A petition(datedAugust 30,1988)
fromDr. GaryNabhan,Wendy
Hodgson,andRick Delamaterof the
DesertBotanicalCardenin Phoenix,
Arizonawasreceivedby theServiceon
September9, 1988.It requestedthe
Serviceto list theplantAgavemurpheyl
asathreatenedspecies.A 90-day
determinationthat theactionrequested
may bewarrantedwasreported.in the
FederalRegisterfor April 24, 1969 (54 FR

16379).(This noticeerroneouslystated
that thepetitionrequestedlisting the
speciesasan endangeredone.) That
noticeinitiated formalstatusreviewof
thespecies.

Agavemurpheyi(Hohokamagave)is
auniqueagaveof unknownorigin that
reproducesmainlyby vegetativemeans.
It is now restrictedto fewer than50
individuals in centralArizona.A few
additionalindividuals arefoundon the
TohonoO’OdhamIndianReservationin
southernArizona, andin northern
Sonora,Mexico.In centalArizona,
Agavemurpheylhasbeenfoundin the
TontoBasin,southernBradshaw
MountainsandtheNewRiverfoothills,
whereit growsbelow2,800feet
elevationin associationwith prehistoric
villagesandagriculturalterraces.In
southernArizonaandnorthernSonora,
individualsarefoundin historic or
currentlyoccupiedsmall townsand
settlements.In all casesthe surrounding
vegetationis Sonorandesertscrub.

Threatsincludesuburban
developmentin centralArizona, rural
developmentin Mexico, inundationby
expandingreservoirsandreservoir
constructionactivity, illegal collecting.
andlivestockgrazing.Plantsin Paradise
Valley (Phoenix)havealreadybeenlost
to suburbandevelopmentandmore may
belost in theNewRiverandotherareas
dueto thesamethreat.Inundationsby
the impendingexpansionof Lake
Pleasantandlossof habitatdueto
associatedconstructionactivitiescould
potentiallydestroyplants.Although
Agavemurpheylis protectedby Arizona
nativeplant law, plantsmaybe takenin

remoteareasorwherelaw enforcement
is difficult. Cattlemay removeall or part
of thedevelopingflower sfalksand
reducereproductivepotential.

Dueto Agavemurpheyi’slimited
distributionandabundance,andthe
presentthreatsto the species,the
Servicehasdeterminedthat theaction
requestedby thepetitionersis
warrantedbut precludedby listing
actionsof higherpriority. The Service
intendsto addthespeciesto thenext
plant noticeof review asaCategory2
candidatespecies.

The Servicewould appreciateany
additional data,comments,and
suggestionsfromthepublic, other
concernedgovernmentalagencies,the
scientificcommunity, industry,or any
interestedpartyconcerningthis species.

Author

This noticewaspreparedby Vicki M.
Finn,Division of EndangeredSpecies
andHabitatConservation,U.S. Fishand
Wildlife Service,Washington,DC 20240
(703/358—2171or FTS921—2171).

Authority: 16 U.S.C.1361—1407;16 U.s.c.
1531—1543;16 U.s.c.4201—4245;Pub.L 99—
625, 100Stat.3500; unlessotherwisenoted.

List of Subjectsin 50 CFR Part17

Endangeredandthreatenedwildlife,
Fish,Marine mammals,Plants
(agriculture).

Dated:February23, 1090.
Richard N. Smith,
ActingDirector, Fish andWildlife Service.
[FR Doc. 90-5001Filed 3—5—90;8:45 amj
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